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A Tender 2 ; 
Viſitation 
And- Friendly 


EXHORTATION 
To all the children of Truth to be Valiant'in 
| this day of Trial. 


% 

Nto you the choſen and beloved of God bom of 
. the Royal ſeed, and broughtfofth ofthe womb- 
SE: of 'ttermal love,and children of one Father nur- 
fed and brought up by the nouriſhment of 'the- fincere 
milk of the my eternal Word; growing into the ſtature: 
of Chriſt and of his fulneſs receiving ſtrength-day by day, 
by which you are begotten unto this lively hope,to know. 
the refurrefion of the Juſt, arid _ off-ſpring and ver- 
tuous life of the only Son of God, who isthe brightneſs of 
the fathers glory, and is full of grace and'truth : O how 
is my heart * Folted with the unchangable love and' life, - 
which dwells with him for ever, who's the fountain of 
Iiving water, and'from'him doth ' plentifullie flow forth 
of the ſame, into the hearts of them that he hath freely 
called and choſen to bear his name intheir | 
hath received the lively image ofhis eternal power,which 
; worketh mightiliein all that believe,and have waited for | 
his falyation, which is now revealedin this the day of his 
might and power 3 O the you and notable day of _ 
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that 1s come to us, with his wonderful arme of everlaſting 
tcrength 3 to prepare us for himſelf, and to arm us with- 
his armour that is invincible, that no aſlault of all the / 
weapons of unr1ghtcouſneſs can prevaile againſt. O now 
If we ate warriors in the lambs power, and with him do 
fight the great battail in this the day of God almightie 3 

what remains for us ? but to fill up the meaſure of his 

ſufferings , that if we ſuffer with him , we may raign in 

the glorious life which riſeth in our hearts, to give us the 
- victorie over lin, death':and hell; and him that is the 
Prince of the power ofthe aire , the ſpirit that now rules 
in the children of diſobedience ; which are ſuch as dil- 
obeys the light by which they are lighted , and fo perſe- 
cutes the children of the light, and {i111 invents new wea» 
ponsof deceiveabineſs of unrighteouſneſs, with their wiles 
and ſnares if it were poflible to draw us into the pit of 
darkneſs, in which they wallow up and down, and are 
drunk with the ſpirit of darkneſs, which makes them 
reel toand fro, but God hath made known unto us the 
ſtable everlaſting truth, and only way of ſalvation; that 
we may bea fixed people, not like wandring ſtars, nor 
blazing Comets to make a great appearance and ſhew in 
the time of proſperitie, when no perſecution 1s, but when 
the Dragonis up with the ſtrength of his powerof dark- 
neſs, and that he appearsin the open field like Gog and 
Magog to incamp the-Saints of the moſt highz And o ' 
appearing as if he would devoure and {wallow up , and 
deſtroy all before himz and when the Captain of the 
Philiſtine Band comes forth to detie the God of 1ſrae!, 
and.;to deſtroy his little Camp , then not-to hide the 
heat, but in the faith of little D avid to come forth , as 
with a {ing and a ſtone to the wounding of this great 
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Goliah, and fo to dilcomtit the whole Hoaſt uf the Phi- 
l;ſtine Band of carnal Warriors 3 O my friends,we do not 
now Wreſtle with fleſh and blood, but againſt principa- 
lities, and againſt powers, and the rulers of the darkneſs 
of this World, ms againſt ſpiritual wickedneſs in high 
places, and therefore had need to be furniſhed with the 
ſpiritual Armour of God, and to be filled with his righ- 


_ -teous power 3 And that now in this day to pur on the 


whole armour of him ; not here a little and there a piece, 
but tobe like armed ſouldiers that is going into the open 
field, intoa hot battail,and in the face of a cruel reſolved 
eaemie to kill and lay waſte all before him 3 fo that in 
this the day wherein every one having a teſtimony in their 
hearts for God may feele him preparing and furniſhing 
them with a full reſolution to encounter , and give this | 
cruel reſolved enemy battail, that we may ſee the Lord 
frehting for mount Sion/, and for the hill thereof, O my 
friends and brethren of this camp of Gcd , we have a 
f.1chful and valiant Captain, whoſe cauſe it isthat we are 
ingaged in, and can there bea more Nobler-and Honour- 
able cauſe, then the cauſe we have undertaken, and God 
hath called us by the ſound of hiseternel Word, that hath 
awakened our hearts, and is a furniſhing and arming of 
his with the ſpirit that yet was never overcome, norcon- 
quered, ncr never ſhall be 3 though many of his faithful 
Warriors have not loved their lives unto death for this 
cauſe; and fo have falne a Neep as to the outward mans 
yet hath been Conquerors in the Lord , and life of the 
Lamb, over all the enemies, and have had an eternal 
Crown of life and peace ſet upon their heads. And ſoit's 
not being conquered becauſe of ſuffering, but it's a Crown 


and Victory won by being faithful unto death, and con- 
| A2 tinuing 


4 

tinuing inthe well-doing. And therefore this is a Viſita- 
ticn, and a brotherlie and friendly Invitation or Exhor- 
tation to all tocome forth in the true armour of light, to 
ingage in faithfulneſs in this bleſſed War, and Work of 
God. Olet none be intangled with the fears of the loſs 
of this carnal outward life , neither let the hearts of any 
be incumbred with the many things of this World. O 
let all that makes mention of the name of the Lord and 
of his living truth, not be drawn aſide from the holding 
of it torth, by any fears of the looling theſe outward en- 
Jjoyments, but let a]l be given up toxgþe Lord, and for his 
Iwing truth,that muſt raign and rule for ever,that ſo none 
. may loſe their part and portion in it, when it ſhall have 
the throne over all.O we that are choſen and faithful,are 
the lambs Warriors, and muſt War in faithfulneſs unto 
the end of our race we have to run, while we have a be- 
ing in this mortal, that mortalitie may be ſwallowed up 
of life, Oevery one that is turned to the light of the 
Lord, and from the darkneſs of this world is concerned 
in this day ofthe lambs War; and all who have waited 
for the great day of Gods falvation, to be redeemed out 
of the many things into that World that hath no end; O 
the Kingdom that we War for, is glorious , and ſhall en- 
dure for ever 3 It is a Kingdom of righteouſneſs and of 

peace; itsa Kingdom of life and love, reſt and aſſurance * 
torever; a Kingdom that hath no end. It's a Kingdome 
that raigns over all the Kingdoms of men, and all that are 
begotten by the Word of this Kingdom, and into the 
meaſure of this hope to wait to feel the reſurrection of 
the Jult one, are ſubjetts of this Kingdom, and .have a 
part and portion therein, and fo are concerned in the 


weightie matters of it, O my friends, let all that have a 
part 
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part and portion in this Kingdom of Peace ; be as 1/rae! 
of old in fuch a capacitie as they, were,that eat of the 
Paſleover, ready with their ſtaves in their hands to paſle 
out of Fgipt to the land of Reſt, with reſolved mindes to _ 
encounter with all the difficulties that ſtands in the way, 
and that may purſue behind , that the'Viftorie may be 
known to be obtained by the Lambs. povver: O the 
Lord doth fight for Mount $702, as I faid, and for the hill 
thereof 3. and my dear friends, great is the love of God 
unto his.people in this day, asin the daies of 01d, and his 
Cauſe the fame: And much more glorie is tbe revealed, 
it being the laſt daies : O let none ſtay behind , but as 
the Lord invites and draws forth, and inclines the heart 
and mind, ſolet obedience be to him, and every one be 
readie prepared to take part with the ſufferings for the 
Lords fake, and his innocent Cauſe in thisday 3 Andlet 
every one take heed of that ſpirit that draws back, and 
ſeeks to hide its head till the ſtorme be over, and leave 
ſome of the weak ones to the heat of the battail, who are 
but young and tender. O let the ſtrong come forth and 
ſhew their ſtrength, that the weak may be ſtrengthened, 
and the feeble be ſupported by their Valour and Faith- 
fulneſ, that have had a time of growth, and have known 
the goings forth ofthe vented povver of God in 'the 
daies that are paſt 3 vvhen they vvere young and tender. 
Q it is a day that everis one mult be tried, and the faith- 
fulneſs of the upright to be knovvn ; therefore let everie 
one ſhake themſelves from the duit of, this vyorld , and 
ut on ſtrength and courage to come forth, to meet 
vvith the dark enemie by the arme of light to encounter 
vvith him, and to put him to flight in all his ſhifts, and 


holes in vvhich he ſeeks to hide his head , and ever and 
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ancn to ſtart forth when be iaks he hath advantage to 
deceive, and if he carmot deceive by his-wiles and fubtil- 
ties, then he will with; rage and furious madneſs come 
forth to deyoure and deſtroy if he could the innocent 3 
Yet ſotobe found like valiant fouldiers of the Lamb , as 
not to ſtart back, nor be afraid of any of kis aflaults , 
. wiles, threats, nor cruelties, but to ſtand ſtill in the 
ſtrength of the Lambs power, in which the vidtorie is 0b- 
tained over all, and certainle the vioric is fealed unto 
the faithful Warriors and followers ofthe Lamb, and we 
do ſee and feel that Vidtoric is obtained , and obtaining 
day by day, ſothat the Lord is known to take part with 
his innocent people in this the day of his mighty power, 
and we are morethen conquerors in the life of the Lamb, 
which 1s overall; And that in the time of the greateſt 
need he is neere unto, to ſtand by and defend us and to 
plead the cauſe of himſelf that he hath betruſted us with, 
and hath counted us worthie to ſuffer for, and to bear in 
our bodies the dying of our Lord Jeſus, that the life of 
Jeſus may be chanifoſted in our mortal fleſh, ſo thar his 
life may raigne and rule in all our hearts, and we to be 
ſubject to him, fo:that we may raign with him,as certain- 
fe we ſhall and do; as we ſuffer with um , and there- 
fore let us arm our ſelves with patience, and wait to be 
armed with his power in a holy refolution , and with a 


z0dlie fear and finceritic to undergo a great fight of at- - 
i&ion, and to endure hardſhip as good ſouldiers of Je- + 


ſus Chriſt, and not to fear none of the threats nor cruel 
dealings of our adverſaries; nor to be afraid of departing 


from our native countries, and relations, which may be 


neer and dear to us, but let the precjous truth :of our 


God be untd' us the neareſt 'and deareſt of all. And let 
us 
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us give up lite and libertie, and all untq the Lord, who 
takes care fyr us, and will never leave any that truſt in 
him. And this js my friendly exhertaticn, and brotherlie 
invitation to all the followers of, the Lamb, _ in this the 
day of his battail and war with the dragon and his power. 
Dear friends, great is my love unto you all, whoare faith- 
ful, and- great isthe tender delires and breathings of my 
life for all the weak and fecble ones, and ſtrong is the 
conſolation that will be witnefled in all that ſtands out of 
thernſelves in this day of trial. And in that which teach- 
eth to deny ſelf, in which the comfort.and , conſolation is 
known-which is beyond all words. And fo in the living 
eternal Word of God, which lives and abides for ever, 
feel to live in, in all timcs that in it you may be inriched 
with all{piritual Wiſdom and underſtanding, and ſe to 
depart from all that that would lead fromiGod into-the - 
love of this world from which we are called,for therein is 
the darkneſs and the death, therefore let none of us in 
this day love the world , nor the things of the world, 
knowing this, that he that loveth the World, the love of 
the Father is not in him 3 ſothe mightie God of my life 
and my ſtrength preſerve you in the pure fear of his 
great Name, that is become as a pleaſant oyntment to all 
his beloved Virgins, which are chaſt unto. him, and not 
joined unto any other lover, but he alone 1s the onely 
beloved of their ſouls 3 ſo my dear friends and brethren, 
in what ſtate angdcondition of ſufferings you be , or out 
of ſufferings let us all bereadie with our Lamps trimmed 
and burning, that when the Lord calls to do his will for 
us to be witneſfles for his Name ſake , we may-be alvyaies 
readie,and caſting of every vveight and burthen,that no- 


thing may hinder us in our journie to Var vvith the 
povver: 
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povver of darkneſs herb Sen tomake War vrvith the 
Lamb and his follovvers, but that vve may' follovy the 
Lamb vvhether-ſoever he goes : And fo this is my friend- 
le Viſitation unto you, gnd a bidding of you to farevvel 
in the God of my life, vvho is my reſt and peace in this 
time of my outyvard impriſonment for the teſtimonie of 
his everlaſting truth, and by the vvills of men ſentenced 
for Tranſportation, but free in him vyho hath made free - 
from ſm-and death, and hath ſet our feet upon the eyer- 
lafting rock., againſt vyhich the gates of hell ſhall not 
_ -prevaile. But. in the everlaſting arme of his Poyver, vve 
ſhall be kept for ever as vve follovy him fullie, fo God 
Almightie preſerve youall. Amen faith my ſoul. 


- ; William Brend. 
FromNevvgate, London the 
20. of the 11, #xonth.1664.. 
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